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FARMERS must seek to
secure their own water
supply in order to support
their livelihood.

“It is foolish for anybody
to think that we can con-
tinue to supply the water
without issues or without
problems. I therefore ad-
vise farmers in this par-
ticular instance to take
whatever precautions are
needed to ensure that you
can maintain a stable
water supply,” Chief
Executive Officer of the
Barbados Agricultural
Society, James Paul, told
the media recently.

With the island having
recorded its lowest year of
rainfall in 2015, and sev-
eral districts experiencing
water outages over the
last few months, he reit-
erated the need for farm-
ers to invest in rain har-
vesting initiatives that
would ensure that their
crops and animals have
access to this vital re-
source.

However, he pointed out
that previous calls for such
actions have gone un-

heeded by many,a decision
which was now hurting
their business.

Paul insisted that even
now persons should be
putting in place mecha-
nisms to capture rainwa-
ter.

“We need to ensure that
we put the necessary gut-
tering around our houses
to be able to retain that
water, to be able to use it
how we want. I can tell you
that there are some farm-
ers practising this; I can
tell you that there are
some farmers who have
thousands of gallons of
water stored up, for any
eventuality, and while it
may not last them through
the season, they have the
ability to go through a dry
period of a certain length
and that is what is
needed,” he stated.

Paul made the com-
ments as food vendors at-
tending this year’s
Agrofest gathered at the
Dining Club at Newton
Park for a workshop focus-
ing on nutrition and best
practices. (JMB)
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HAVING recently opened
as the very first residen-
tial addiction treatment
facility for women on the
island, things are now
shaping up at Marina
House in New Castle, St.
John, to allow women
struggling with substance
abuse and addiction to get
the best treatment options
they need to break free of
their addiction.

Jacqui Lewis, Clinical
Director at the all-male
residential drug treat-
ment facility Verdun
House, as well as Marina
House,noted recently that
the correct ambience is
being created at the drug
treatment facility for
women to allow for their
care throughout this year.

She also noted that a
specific programme tai-
lored to suit the needs of
women is also being
brought to the table, to en-
sure the best available
treatment options for
them.

“Marina House is nearly
four months (old). It’s
three and a half months it

has been open.
“Our first year is about

trying to create the ambi-
ence, create the pro-
grammes necessary for
the women presenting
(with substance abuse
problems), looking at what
is presenting with these
women and then also
making that part of our
data (base),” Lewis com-
mented, as she gave an
update on the progress
being made to date.

“In terms of the treat-
ment, there will be a gen-
der difference obviously.
Women do need a different
kind of treatment. The
majority of women will
have children or are elder
sisters that take care of
children, so (that has to be
taken into account). They
don’t have that immediate
freedom that men have or
the lack of responsibility
to some degree, and this
is on a broad scale,” Lewis
added.

“There is also the phys-
iological aspect for women
that also has to be taken
into account – the differ-

ent mood swings etc.,” the
Clinical Director pointed
out.

Marina House, was offi-
cially opened toward the
end of December last year.
The long-waited facility is
a project of the Substance
Abuse Foundation Inc.
(SAF), and it was made
possible through the

Maria Holder Memorial
Trust (MHMT).

The 16 bed facility cur-
rently houses six female
residents who are under-
going a 12 step clinical
programme and more
women are scheduled to
undergo treatment there,
now that it is officially
open. (RSM)
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ACTING General Ma-
nager of the Barbados
Water Authority
(BWA), Dr. John
Mwansa, says there is
no basis for any staff
of that state owned en-
tity to collect money
on behalf of the BWA.

His comments came as
he responded to claims
that some staff members
of the Authority have
been attempting to get
money from residents
being affected by the
water outages, in ex-
change for water.

He was speaking dur-
ing a press conference
held earlier this week by
the Minister of Agricul-
ture, Food, Fisheries and
Water Resource Manage-
ment, Dr. David Estwick,
to speak to the water out-
ages being experienced in
the northern parishes of
the island, and the steps
being taken by the BWA
to address such chal-
lenges.

“When you ask people
to identify who may have
done it, they are gener-
ally very reluctant to do,
so it makes it very diffi-
cult to find and deal with
the individuals if there
are any individuals who
may be doing that.

“But we have explained
and seriously enforced
the position with our
workers that there is no
provision for them to col-
lect any money in the
field on behalf of the
Water Authority,” he said.

The General Manager
added, “Any money to be
paid to the Water Autho-
rity has to be paid in
through the collection
agencies… So if you don’t
get a bill from the Water
Authority, there is no
basis for any payments
to anybody.”

Adding to the General
Manager’s comments,
Minister Estwick con-
tended that it is the re-
sponsibility of the BWA
to deliver water to areas
affected by outages and
they will not condone any
employee circumventing
that responsibility by
asking for compensation.
With that in mind, he is
urging the public to re-
port any such actions to
the BWA, providing the
licence plate number of
vehicle they were driv-
ing.

He said if it is found to
be true it will be consid-
ered by the Authority to
be a “serious infraction”.
(JRT)
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