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Foundation 
plans to sell to 
Barbados Light 

& Power and 
buy back what 

it needs

The Substance Abuse Foundation Inc. has 
embarked on a renewable energy project  
to revolutionise the way it does business.

The project, which costs more than $500 000, will 
allow them to substantially cut the cost of operating 
Verdun House, a treatment centre for men  
to recover from addiction. 

Speaking to the Saturday Sun following the  
foundation’s launch of a renewable energy farm this 
week at the Pool, St John facility, director of finance 
and administration Bernard Pooler said they would 

no longer have to pay for electricity. 
He explained that with the help of a United 

Nations small grant of $100 000, the foundation 
invested in 502 solar panels that will generate  
$100 000 worth of electricity every year.

He said the foundation would sell to Barbados 
Light & Power and buy back what it needed.  
Every year, Verdun House’s electricity bill  
was $70 000. 

Pooler said the project also came in handy in 
cutting the cost to run a livestock farm on the 

property. That farm had 2 490 animals, including 
goats and blackbelly sheep, but the majority were 
broilers and layers. During the early development 
of the chickens, they need to live in an environment 
with a warm temperature.

Chairman of the Substance Abuse Foundation 
Inc., Peter Boos, said Verdun House had an 
important role to play as a health institution so it 
was critical for the foundation to find innovative 
ways to generate income streams that would keep  
it operating at a high standard. (SB)
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Director of finance and 
administration Bernard Pooler.

There are 502 solar panels at Verdun House, located on the roof of the centre’s farm.
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