
Jacqui Lewis Retires 



 
After more than two decades with The Substance Abuse Foundation Inc., the 
charity that manages Verdun House and Marina House Jacqui has decided that it is 
time to retire!  In April of 2016, Jacqui Lewis had relinquished the role of Clinical 
Director a position she held for 12 years and assumed the position of Director – 
Referrals and Community Liaison as part of transition towards retirement.   
 
The SAF takes this opportunity to acknowledge the exceptional work of Jacqui as 
she embarks on her retirement.  Everyone at The SAF, as well as the wider 
community, owe a debt of gratitude to Jacqui for her more than 16 years of selfless 
giving.  Over the years, her caring, non-judgemental and competence as a clinician 
has served as a magnet for the individuals and families she has helped.  Many 
clients in Barbados and throughout the Caribbean and their families often say that 
it was her intervention, counselling skills and non-judgemental approach to 
treatment that have helped them heal from their disease of addiction.  The staff 
she nurtured and moulded over the years have emerged as clinicians who stand tall 
among international clinical service providers. 
 
Lewis has been a part of The SAF from inception first as a founding member, a Board 
member and then as an Addiction Counsellor.  Her pioneering work in the delivery 
of chemical dependency treatment services and the treatment model adopted 
were supported by many years of international consultations, supervision and 
continuing education by the most respected treatment centres in the United 
Kingdom (Action on Addiction) and the United States of American (Hazelden Betty 
Ford). 
 
 In commenting on her retirement, Chairman Peter Boos had this to say.  Jacqui 
has worked tireless giving everything she had and then some to the work she has 
done more than two decades.  Our communities are healthier and safer.  We 
know that even in retirement she will continue to devote some of her time to 
helping individuals and their families recover from their disease of addiction.  
As we look to the future, we know that the relationships and friendships that 
have been established and concretized over the years will continue to flourish. In 
this regard, Jacqui will continue on with us in a “partnership” arrangement that is 
mutually beneficial.” 
 

 


